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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification Objections 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following infomriallties: 
In paragraph [0008], line 2, the word "of is gramnnatically incorrect. In paragraph 
[0014], line 1; paragraph [0020], line 7; and paragraph [0020], line 10, the phrase 
"obtain the zone..." is technologically incorrect. Moreover, in paragraph [0008], line 3; 
and paragraph [0031], line 1, the phrase "calculates the zone..." is used in perfonning 
the same steps, which is inconsistent. In paragraph [0020], line 9, the word "of is 
grammatically incorrect. In paragraph [0027], line 10, the phrase "zones of accessing" 
is grammatically incorrect. In paragraph [0027], line 22, the word "the" is grammatically 
incorrect. In paragraph [0027], line 25. the phrase "of accessing" is grammatically 
incorrect. In paragraph [0029], line 3, the word "accesses" is grammatically incorrect. 
In paragraph [0035], line 9, the phrase "capacity of a look up" is not understood. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 
Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: 
In line 8 the phrase "obtaining one of the zones..." Is technologically incorrect. 
For purposes of applying prior art, it will be construed as "calculating the zone". In line 
10 the word "of is grammatically incorrect. For purposes of applying prior art, it will be 
construed as "received from". 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 1 and 3-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Han. U.S. Patent Application Publication #2002/0013879 A1. With respect to claim 1: A 
method of accessing a nonvolatile memory (see figure 2, element 11, and paragraph 
[0028]). the nonvolatile memory being installed in an electronic device (see figure 2. 
element 16. and paragraph [0022]) and comprising a plurality of zones (see paragraph 
[0028], lines 3-4), each zone comprising a plurality of spare blocks (see paragraph 
[0031], lines 4-8), the method comprising the following steps: storing the look up table of 
each zone in at least a spare block (see paragraph [0030], lines 5-9); the electronic 
device obtaining one of the zones of the nonvolatile memory corresponding to a logic 
address of a host for accessing the nonvolatile memory (see paragraph [0036], lines 1- 
3); the electronic device reading the look up table from the zone obtained in step (b) 
from at least one of the spare blocks and storing the look up table in a memory of the 
electronic device (see paragraph [0041], lines 8-1 1 , also note that this buffer can be 
replaced with RAM see paragraph [0059]); and the host accessing the nonvolatile 
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memory according to the look up table stored in the memory of the electronic device 
(see paragraph [0041], lines 15-18). With respect to claim 3: determining if the zone 
obtained in step (b) equals the zone conresponding to the look up table stored in the 
memory of the electronic device (see paragraph [0058]). The use of the pipeline 
operation described stores two look up tables in the device memory, the first table is the 
one being used for the current operation, and the second table has been fetched to be 
used for the second operation. Therefore the device would have previously determined 
that the look up table for the second operation is not in the memory and must be fetched 
from the block that the table is stored in. With respect to claim 4: in step (a) the look up 
table is stored in at least one of the spare blocks of the zone (see paragraph [0030], 
lines 5-9). With respect to claim 5: in step (a) the look up table of each zone is stored in 
at least one of the spare blocks of the plurality of zones (see paragraph [0030], lines 5- 
9). With respect to claim 6: the nonvolatile memory is a flash memory (see paragraph 
[0027] line 1). With respect to claim 7: a device for implementing the method of claim 
1(see figure 2, element 16 and paragraph [0022]). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomris the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention Is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Han, U.S. 
Patent Publication #2002/0013879 A1 in view of lida et al. U.S. Patent Publication 
#2002/0124130 Al . The Han reference teaches all the limitations of claim 1 as 
discussed above. However, the reference does not teach determining if the look up 
table of each zone is stored in the nonvolatile memory, lida teaches marking one of the 
bits in a block if the information that is used in that block is for a logical address to 
physical address look up table (see paragraph [0132], lines 4-6). The block is marked 
to keep track of where in the memory the look up table is, because the nature of flash 
memory demands that updated data be written to a different block than the original data 
(see paragraph [0133], lines 6-10). Marking a bit in the block that is storing the table 
provides the advantage of being able to detemnine if a look up table exists in the block, 
and also allows the device accessing the memory to find the look up table. It would 
have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains to have modified the Han reference by including management flags and 
then marking the block that contains the look up table, as taught by lida, to provide the 
advantage of determining if the look up table of each zone is stored in the nonvolatile 
memory. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Edward J. Dudek whose telephone number is 571-270- 
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1030. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon thru Thur 7:30-5:00pm Sec. Fri 
7:30-4 pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Robertson can be reached on 571-272-4186. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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